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Reading engagement on social media
The rationale for my choice
In my experiment, I decided to use my existing social media account, which is my private Instagram account. There are many reasons for my choice. First, Instagram is my favorite social media platform, and I opened my account long ago, and through it, I have gained a significant number of followers and friends with whom I have a connection. For this reason, I am sure that many of them would definitely read whatever I post. Therefore, I would be able to get different reactions from them as they express themselves openly through their comments and reactions such as likes, comments, and emojis. Also, an active account is ready for the experiment since there is no need to spend a lot of time searching for new followers, which is the case if I had opened another account. Therefore for a timely experiment on reading engagement, a new account is the best choice. 
Since the experiment is on social engagement in reading, interactions are needed, and therefore, an already active account would just serve that purpose well since I have been posting about my life on the Instagram account, and my followers have constantly been reacting to my posts. Another reason for choosing my private Instagram account is that most of my friends follow me on Instagram. Therefore, I believe they are the right people to engage with as they care about me and are concerned with my life. The last reason for choosing my private Instagram account is that I have been posting most of my private life activities on it, and therefore, it serves me the best since my planned activities, content material, and engagement are all about my personal life feeling and working experience.

Planned activities
My planned content material and activities were to post non-fiction-related posts about my life as I have recently joined the workforce. Most of the content material I plan to engage my followers is about how my life has significantly changed since I turned in my 20s and started working. I plan to explain to the audience how I have been spending and balancing my time after joining the workforce and, most importantly, on my engagements with colleagues at work. The activities would involve;
· Getting more people to follow my Instagram account
· Connect content with current events
· I engaged followers on how the COVID-19 pandemic has impacted my life. 
· Ask specific and pointed questions
· Attach photos in the posts 
· Write captivating posts on my Instagram page about my personal life
· Post-non-fiction related posts relating to my experience in the workplace
· Be active on Instagram
· Monitoring the feedback from my followers

Activities undertaken
I was able to undertake most of the activities as planned. The following are the activities I actually managed to undertake throughout the experiment;
a. Getting more people to follow my Instagram account - This was the first step that I undertook since I wanted more people to have access to my posts so as to get as much feedback as possible.
b. Connect content with current events - I engaged my followers on how the COVID-19 pandemic has impacted my life by explaining how it had changed and interrupted my activities. 
c. Ask Specific, Pointed Questions - Throughout some of my posts, I posed open-ended questions. This is important as it increases social media engagement and tells whether someone has read the post.
d. Sharing photos - In most of my posts, I attached my photo  
e. Write captivating posts on my Instagram page - I posted captivating stories about my personal life; that is how I was coping with my new job. My planned content material and activities were to post non-fiction-related posts about my life as I have recently joined the workforce.
f. Be active on Instagram - I started logging into my Instagram account more frequently than before to monitor the feedback from my posts and respond to their comments.
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Feedback received
The feedback I got from my friends and followers varied in different ways. In the posts in which I talked about COVID-19, people reacted faster. This is because the topic on COVID-19 interests everyone since it is a current epidemic that has affected our livelihoods; therefore, people are likely to read through the post to better understand how it is affecting me so as they can relate. Also, talking about my job attracted more of my followers to comment since it was a period where some people were losing their jobs. They expressed their frustrations in their comments. 
In the post that I posed a question after the end, many people reacted to it in the comment section. Their comments were mainly answering the question that I had posted. This showed that they read the entire post or saw the question first and then started reading it, hence the reaction. 
Another thing that made my followers react to my posts is how I started with a captivating first sentence, which prompted many people to read through the entire post, thus reacting more to the posts than my previous ones. 
Lastly, the posts to which I had attached my photo got reactions from most of my followers. This is because many people read and engage in content with pictures as visuals attract them. Content without pictures tends to be boring for the readers, and therefore social engagement for readers might be limited.

Overall reflections and considerations
I enjoyed carrying out the experiment, from the planning of the activities to receiving feedback. I was able to engage more with my friends on Instagram and made more friends. The experiment taught me that social media posts with more positive and insightful responses have a greater effect, and interaction with others will make you happier. On the other side, skimming through information on social media platforms, reading or watching without connecting with others, can make people feel even worse.
Followers of social media platforms also expect one to be active, particularly when it comes to offering assistance, which can only be accomplished through a good understanding of the content and effective communication. 
Positive interactions on topics that impact the majority of individuals in society are popular to read and share. As a result, posting and answering questions about posts might be considered a kind of advocacy. Responding to comments from followers on social media will encourage you to participate more and, as a result, get feedback on your issues of concern.
One needs to consider post timing as well. Although there is no appropriate time to post for everyone, it is important to consider your audience insights in relation with the post when your followers are most active. When they are active, they are more likely to read through the posts and react.
Curating user-generated content is required to encourage readers to engage with, understand, and share the content. Because the Instagram algorithm takes user relationships into account when ranking material in the feed, building relationships with followers on Instagram might help content rank better in the feed.
According to studies, user-created material is 35 percent more remembered, and 50 percent more trustworthy than traditional media and other non-user provided information. As a result, user-generated content is a worthwhile approach to explore in the twenty-first century to encourage reading in social media.
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codielara 20 things in my brain at 20
1. Who cares literally nobody does in a good way tho
2. A good laugh is one of the best things in life

3. Meeting new people that just clicks with u s
another best thing in life

4. GOOD CONVERSATIONS deep intellectual ones.
SOY GUUUD THE BEST

5. Remeeting people can be worth it

6. Spend §ytime & with & family

7. Find the real reason why am | stressed out and why
am lletting whatever it is stress me out

8. Having a busy schedule is tiring but it's good for
myself mentally.. schedule all blocked up =
subconsciously happy

9. 'm living my life thru imagination 99% of the
10. Expand my knowledge of normal people things

1. Be inquisitive.. t's also a personality trait on
someone else that | love

12. Eat whatever makes u happy.. intuitive eating is
the way to go... no more guilt-eating

13. The small things in life is.... beautiful and... weird |
mean the more u think about it

14. Podcasts!!!l

15.1 can be a REALLLLY indecisive person but that's
because | do my research and think longggg about
everything I'm gonna spend my money on

16. Following that topic... being a conscious
consumer...sustainable-ly, financially, ethically,
knowledgeable-ly

17. Everyone s living in different timelines. No | don't
mean the whole tenet shit. But | mean like our own
timelines we are living in coz we are al the.
protagonist of our own lives

18.Cry

19. Turning 20 is scary. The immense pressure | have.
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codielara——july 2020 (1)
So much fuckery has happened since | last posted.
The most obvious being Covid ofc...nk is basically on
fockdown again the outside world is hela scary. It
fuined 50 many plans, my long desired outdoorsy
summer is gone. | am once again trapped in my apt
with family like the first 2 months | arrived and | am
highkey starting to go insane. The situation this time
s more detrimental to my overall well being this time
compared to the first time around cuz | was doing 5o
good, so good with prioritizing my happiness, doing
things and going place that I've never imagined
doing, experiencing and living lfe.... like the frst
couple of pics ] We hiked/rock climbed)/ bear
grylised 10 a hidden waterfall/ rock pool in our bikinis
and slippers at first (1) and e almost died but it was
50 pretty and so tiring but SO worth it. The beach
and the speedboat ride back out was amazing and it
was hands down on of the best sundays I've had in
50long. And yes, it was just a regular Sunday, instead
of wasting my time doing nothing | actually went
there out of my comfort zone and had the most
wholesome time of my life. Ever since | started work |
am spending every single weekend to the max
wholesomeness possible and so I've been going to
beaches pretty much every week which s :)). Tho
now beaches are closed rip. Anyways these ~nature~
plans are the small changes i made in my lfe to
reach full send maximum overdrive energy '+ and |
wish to project it for as long as | can for the rest of
my life )

A

anywhoooo now onto the next post coming about
other fuckeries in July

July 25, 2020
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codielara ——— 1/2 May 2020——

Now that life is gradually returning back to somewhat
normalcy | feel like the first half of May deserves its
own post heheh don't really have anything to reflect
on ljust hope everyone's healthy and happy... here's
some emojis to represent the feelz $§ ¥ @ T 2.

all 3 comments

divvvalo Also does the blood mask work? M

codielara @divwvalo | like to think it does lol
ive only used it once cuz u cant use it more
than once a week but I've done a ton of
research and I think it's worth trying it's cheap
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codielara ————12th June 2020-
TODAY was such a good day. | scored my dream
intership at a hybrid PR firm. | spent hell lotta 1-1
quality time with my lovely gma. Went to Ikf for the |

first time lol. PS my gma thought my tank top was
unacceptable so she gave me her shirt to wear out
and some pj pants for the entire day lol...don't trust
the pics | was wearing gma clothes 97% of the day
@81 needa go office wear shopping Imao | have
nothing to wear lol | wore those pointy flats for a total
of 3 hrs today and | already ended up with scraped
ankles and bruised toes, how am | supposed to last in
office wear?! (Most of the pics are from today)

—rest of May 2020-
Idk what | did for the second half of May... included
some of the pics from back then... | was basically
living trash

View all @ comments.
baby_85_yum | like your grandma ©

codielara @bernice_65 | lie my gma too
ahahahahahahahahahhahahahah
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codielara ——july 2020 (2)-
Okay let's talk work. As | mentioned before, my fav
coworker left. Legit both teams | work for hospitality
and F&b team only consists of me and the directors,
there's nobody in between of the organizational chart
for me to connect with and ask questions. So the first
week after she left was hella rough for me... so much
workload, so much pressure, all new information and
new responsibilities. Nal defo the hardest I've ever
worked and | was struggling. But very luckily | have 2
coworkers from the design team who treat me like.
one of theirs. They know how hard it has been for me
and constantly checks up on me. Since they're lower
levels (if u will), they're literally like ‘if u have any
questions (esp stupider ones), plzzzzzz don't be
afraid and ask us, we willtry our best to help even if
we do different things”

and then one day we got delivered goodies from
bakehouse, they were like “shannon go get some” |
said *I willl but later” and then they both
'SEPARATELY brought me treats to my desk all heated
up and with olive oil and shit. | was shook and |
cryyyyyyyy. They both said “got u one before it's
gone and eat it while it's warm”. they're treating me.
50 good | really don't deserve them.

On another day during lunch #ZE({F (hk street food)
was randomly mentioned and | had said I've been
craving it. a week later that coworker jie jie said "do
wanna go get it later? | remember you've been saying
u wanted it for so long” she remembered(!) | was like
'YESS! And then because we had a birthday thing for
2 director we thought we didn't have time to go. | was
lowkey sad and my other coworkers said “go with her
la... she's been waiting so long for it” hahahaha | like
them hhhahah and so we went on that lunch time
snac run :))))) during that trip | got to ask so many





